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Junior High Elec�ves (grades 7-8)  

 Junior High Choir (fall semester) 
Students enrolled in this course will explore choral music from various cultures and �me periods, 

including sacred as well as secular music.  Classroom instruc�on and at-home prac�ce will empha-

size the development of basic vocal technique, choral technique, part-singing, sight-reading, and an 

increased understanding of music theory.   Performance opportuni�es will encourage students to 

improve their proficiencies with harmony, pitch, tone, dynamics, and vocal range.  Par�cipants 

should be prepared to have fun learning and making a joyful noise! 

 Able Mind (spring semester) 
Through a variety of ac�vi�es including puzzles, projects, and incorpora�on of other junior high 

courses, students will inves�gate their own minds in this challenging course.  From exploring learn-

ing strategies; cri�cal thinking and test-taking skills; �me management and organiza�on methods, to 

applying study habits such as note-taking and mnemonic tools, students will inves�gate and iden�fy 

strategies that work best for their individual strengths. 

 Spanish I 
Students who take this high school-level course will learn to write and speak basic Spanish using ac-

curate grammar and pronuncia�on and will be able to comprehend wri(en and spoken Spanish at 

the same level when listening or reading.  This course will emphasize building vocabulary, recogniz-

ing and learning forms, and consistently applying basic structural rules.  Wri(en projects, oral 

presenta�ons, and scripture memoriza�on will be included in assigned homework. Students will also 

be directed in guided explora�on of various Spanish-speaking cultures.  
  
Eighth grade students who meet the following criteria may enroll in this course: 
 

•  The spring semester of Heritage Academy’s 7
th

 grade English was finished  
        with a grade of 85% or  higher 
•  The student finished the spring semester of 7

th
 grade with grades that can together  

        be averaged to 80% or higher 
•   Students who did not take seventh grade English at Heritage Academy may take an  
        English Grammar and Wri�ng Proficiency test to pursue eligibility to enroll. The student  

        must achieve at least an 85% on that proficiency test. 
  
Parents who enroll their eighth grade student in Spanish I should recognize that Spanish I is a high 

school level course that will be taught at a high school level of rigor and which, if passed, will gener-

ate high school credit, provided that the student goes on to take Spanish II in high school, as re-

quired by the state of Missouri. 

View senior high elec�ves on the next page…. 



 Explora�ons in Art  (fall semester) 

This high school level, studio art course will uniquely combine some basic art history with applied art.   

Students will receive brief introduc�ons to a variety of well-known ar�sts selected to represent specific gen-

res of art. Students will learn how to recognize each ar�st’s basic, dis�nc�ve techniques and gain under-

standing of how these techniques were achieved. Students will then ini�ate their own ar�s�c projects, ap-

plying these methods and techniques to their own endeavors, having received instruc�on in technique from 

the course instructor. By course end, students will be able to match several famous works/styles of art to 

their ar�st and have created  a number of their own pieces to mimic the masters.  

 Cri�cal Thinking: Pa4erns, Puzzles, and Strategies (spring semester) 
“If you don’t know where you’re going, you’ll have a hard �me ge9ng there.”  This one-semester elec�ve 

class invites students in grades 9-12 to enhance their independent thinking, assessment, and planning abili-

�es – abili�es essen�al to quality life and learning and to effec�ve leadership.  The course will enhance cri�-

cal thinking skills by building on and codifying those skills gleaned from other classes.  From that base, the 

class will delve into examina�on and applica�on of the “execu�ve func�ons” involved in strategic thinking.  

Prac�cal applica�ons of these skills will be drawn from grade-appropriate sources such as games, puzzles, 

history, business, government, and science.   This course is designed to equip students to become lifelong 

learners and effec�ve character witnesses for Jesus Christ in any se9ng to which the Lord leads them. 

 Kings of Israel (spring semester) 
Why study the kings of Ancient Israel and Judah?  From this study, ninth through twelve grade students will 

learn tremendous lessons about God’s expecta�ons for leaders.  What does He love in a leader?  What does 

He hate in a leader?  In the accounts of the kings we see King Saul, driven by greed and paranoia, on mur-

derous ventures to maintain his throne, but losing it all.  Alongside him we see the future King David, hunted 

and in constant peril, yet so loyal that he refused prime opportuni�es to dispatch Saul and make himself 

king – called “a man aEer God’s own heart.”  We see King Jeroboam reject a wonderful promise from God, 

lose his throne, and eventually doom his en�re kingdom.  On the other hand, we see King Jehoshaphat, be-

lieve God’s promise, and thereby defend his kingdom against three united armies of overwhelming superior-

ity to his own troops, without sending a single soldier into ba(le! This course promises to be an exci�ng 

study in leadership! 

 Le4ering & Visual Design (fall semester) 
Students in this course will complete a variety of studio art projects (watercolor, oil pastels, collage, and 

more) that revolve around the ar�s�c incorpora�on of le(ering and typography.  The history and signifi-

cance of various font types will be considered, and students will invest a por�on of �me developing their 

own le(ering skills, receiving instruc�on in calligraphy and exploring addi�onal fonts of interest. As students 

experiment with the tradi�onal and crea�ve use of le(ering within the context of larger art projects, they 

will receive instruc�on related to the basic elements and principles for two-dimensional composi�on and 

the basic rules of graphic design. 

 Principles of Biblical Interpreta�on  (grades 11-12) 
Juniors and Seniors who enroll in this two-semester course will be instructed in principles useful for reading, 

interpre�ng, and applying the Scriptures with thoughIulness and diligence. By learning to iden�fy and ex-

plore historical contexts, literary structures, word meanings, recurring themes, statements of intent, their 

personal and cultural biases as readers, and more, students will become equipped to delve into the Word of 

God and grasp onto various layers of textual depth with both an�cipa�on and integrity. Students can expect 

that by developing important skills needed for careful analysis of Scripture, they will also advance their ca-

pabili�es for thoughIully reading and sugges�ng meaningful interpreta�ons to other texts as well. 
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 Women’s Fitness (spring semester) 

This one-semester course for girls in grades 9-12 will be based around answers to ques�ons such as the 

following:  What is the defini�on of  physical fitness?  What are the components of physical fitness?  Why 

are each of the components important to my life?  Does the Lord care about physical fitness?  How can I 

increase my fitness?  In the process of exploring such fitness ques�ons, the girls will ac�vely learn and prac-

�ce a variety of proven techniques rela�ng to the components of physical fitness.   The course has both 

short- and long-term objec�ves.  Short-term – the enjoyment of new fitness learning in a suppor�ve com-

munity se9ng;  long-term – developing the resources and mo�va�on necessary to establish lifelong, 

achievable fitness habits. 

 Chris�an Classics (Junior and Senior Elec�ve) 
This course will invite Juniors and Seniors to read, reflect on, and discuss selected por�ons of books or es-

says that have ministered to believers throughout the ages.  Selected readings will draw from the works of 

the Apostolic Fathers (The Martyrdom of Polycarp), Augus�ne of Hippo, Thomas A Kempis, John Bunyan, 

George Herbert, Andrew Murray, C.S. Lewis, G.K. Chesterton, and more. A number of guest speakers will 

visit the classroom to provide historical context for specific authors and bring into focus significant contri-

bu�ons made by those authors. These presenta�ons will also be pastoral in nature, with guest speakers 

sharing how they have personally experienced refreshment and received wisdom for life through the se-

lected author’s work. This course will not be wri�ng intensive. 

 Non-Western Studies (Senior Elec�ve) 
This course will explore the forces that have shaped Asia, the Middle East, and Africa into what they are 

today, with all their problems, successes, and possibili�es.  The disciplines of History, Geography, Sociolo-

gy, Anthropology, Economics, Religious & Worldview Studies, and Poli�cal Science will be incorporated into 

this year-long study of the non-western world, with special a(en�on being focused on China, Japan, India, 

Southeast Asia, Nigeria, South Africa, Kenya, Egypt, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Iran, and Afghanistan. A(en-

�on will also be given to God’s revela�on of Himself to all cultures and the progress of Chris�an missions in 

the non-western world. 

 

 Trigonometry (Junior and Senior Elec�ve) 

May be offered dual credit through Moberly Area Community College (directly transferable to MU) 
This course will build on the founda�on laid in previous math courses and will strengthen students’ analy�-

cal thinking skills by synthesizing and applying at a more advanced level topics such as linear rela�ons and 

func�ons, systems of equa�ons and inequali�es, the nature of graphs, polynomials, and logarithmic, ra-

�onal, and exponen�al func�ons. A full semester of trigonometry will be devoted to such concepts as trigo-

nometric func�ons and their graphs, trigonometric iden��es and equa�ons, vectors and parametric equa-

�ons, and polar coordinates and complex numbers.   

  

College Biology (Senior Elec�ve) 
Will be offered dual credit through Moberly Area Community College (directly transferable to MU) 
 This Dual Credit applica�ons course will build on previous life science courses and provide rich and varied 

hands-on ac�vi�es and field trips. Students will delve more deeply into human anatomy, but will also make 

connec�ons to some or all of these disciplines: cellular biology, gene�cs, taxonomy, microbiology, botany, 

and zoology. Opportuni�es for discussion on topics such as eugenics, euthanasia, gene�c engineering, and 

animal rights will challenge and equip students to understand and ar�culate a Chris�an worldview of sci-

ence. A lab component is included and required.  

 Varsity Choir (fall semester) 
Students enrolled in this course will explore choral music from various cultures and �me periods, including 

sacred as well as secular music.  Classroom instruc�on and at-home prac�ce will emphasize the develop-

ment of basic vocal technique, choral technique, part-singing, sight-reading, and an increased understand-

ing of music theory.   Performance opportuni�es will encourage students to improve their proficiencies 

with harmony, pitch, tone, dynamics, and vocal range.   


