
HERITAGE ACADEMY ONLINE COURSE CATALOG 

 

 

Have you ever wondered how photographers take such great pictures? Have you tried to capture 

those rare, awe-inspiring moments in life and wondered why your photos didn’t measure up that 

well? In Digital Photography, students get the opportunity to refine their understanding and 

practice of taking photos. In addition to surveying the history of the trade, students learn the 

basics of aperture, shutter speed, lighting, and composition. Along the way, they are encouraged 

to begin thinking about photography in a distinctively Christian way (e.g., using the art form to 

promote a biblical worldview, pursuing it with moral and vocational excellence in imitation of 

God). Finally, students will use basic camera functions and techniques of composition to build a 

portfolio of images, including images of people, landscapes, close-ups, and action photographs.  

Prerequisites: None  

Recommended Grade Levels: 9th - 12th   

Approved by: Univ of California (UC)  

Required Purchased Materials: DSLR camera, film or memory card, Photo editing software  

(Free software and/or simulators can be found online, if needed.)  

 

DIGITAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY – 1 CREDIT  

Dive into an exciting course that will provide you with the foundational skills needed for exciting 

careers like game development, military defense, web design, and software engineering! See how 

changing technology can help you fulfill your role as a keeper of Creation. In this course you 

will explore Microsoft Office online applications, web design, emerging technologies, operating 

systems, project management, communication methods, Information Technology careers, and 

much more while recognizing the value of these to the practice of biblical stewardship. Learn 

about your strengths and how they relate to different career paths. See how computer technology 

can help you serve others and as you grow in your ability to manage the amazing resources God 

has surrounded you with for His glory. This course serves as a prerequisite to many exciting 

career and technical education programs of study.  

Prerequisites: None  

Recommended Grade Levels: 9th - 12th  

Approved by: Univ of California (UC)  

Required Purchased Materials: Students will be required to use Microsoft Office 365 which can 

be accessed free through a valid, school-issued email address. There are also subscription options 

if a school email is not available.  



FORENSIC SCIENCE 1: SECRETS OF THE DEAD – ½ CREDIT  

Fingerprints. Blood spatter. DNA analysis. The world of law enforcement is increasingly making 

use of scientific method to both better understand crimes and catch those responsible for them. 

Forensics 1 seeks to guide students into an understanding of God’s desire for both justice and 

mercy as they investigate the order and design in creation that enables crime scene investigation 

(CSI). The course introduces the most important skills and techniques used by forensic scientists 

during an investigation. Starting with how clues and data are recorded and preserved, the student 

will follow evidence trails until the CSI goes to trial, examining how various elements of the 

crime scene are analyzed and processed in court. Justice must be served!   

Prerequisites: None   

Approved by: National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA®) and Univ of California (UC)  

 

 

FORENSIC SCIENCE 2: MORE SECRETS OF THE DEAD – ½ CREDIT  

Examine the evidence! Although the crime scene represents the first step in solving a crime, the 

crime laboratory plays a critical role in the analysis of evidence. Forensic Science 2 focuses on 

the analysis of evidence and testing that takes place within this setting. Students will examine 

some of the basic scientific principles and knowledge that guide forensic laboratory processes, 

such as those testing DNA, toxicology, and material analysis. Techniques such as microscopy, 

chromatography, odontology, entomology, mineralogy, and spectroscopy will be examined. And 

along the way, students will continue to discover divine design and order in creation, as well as 

how evidence can uncover both evil intentions and godly pursuits.  

Prerequisites: Forensic Science 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FOUNDATIONS OF PROGRAMMING – 1 CREDIT  

Computer programming is the latest, and some would say the greatest, effort of humanity to 

reflect and respond to the order programmed into every corner of Creation. In Foundations of 

Programming , you will have the opportunity to consider the role of Jesus Christ, the Master 

Programmer, in original Creation as you seek to play your role in a world that requires more and 

more programs on a regular basis. Do you want to learn the skills required to be competitive in 

today’s high-tech workforce? Foundations of Programming will teach you the fundamentals of 

programming using the computer language Python. The course provides you with the concepts, 

techniques, and processes associated with computer programming and software development. 

You will also explore the many programming career opportunities available in this high-demand 

field. You were designed to create things. This course will give you just another opportunity to 

do that.  

This course is part of a program of study that provides coherent and rigorous content needed for 

progression in the Information Technology career cluster. Many opportunities for programming 

practice are offered. The amount of time a student spends in this course will be directly related to 

their current programming experience.  

Recommended Prerequisites: Digital Information Technology  

Recommended Grade Levels: 9th – 12th  

Approved by: Univ of California (UC)  

 

 

Are you a gamer? Do you enjoy playing video games or coding? Does the idea of creating and 

designing your own virtual world excite you? If so, this is the course for you! With Game 

Design, students will tap into their creative and technical skills as they learn about the many 

aspects involved with game design. Students will learn about video game software and hardware, 

various gaming platforms, necessary technical skills, troubleshooting and internet safety 

techniques, and even the history of gaming. Along the way, they will also explore what the Bible 

teaches about gaming, examine game ideas for ethics and worldview, assess the morality of 

video game violence and addiction, and otherwise begin to think of game design and video 

games from a distinctly Christian perspective. And to top it all off, students will even have the 

opportunity to create their very own plan for a 2D video game!  

Prerequisites: None  

Recommended Grade Levels: 9th – 12th   

Approved by: Univ of California (UC)  

 

 



INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL MEDIA: OUR CONNECTED WORLD – ½ CREDIT  

Have a Facebook account? What about Twitter? Whether you’ve already dipped your toes in the 

waters of social media or are still standing on the shore wondering what to make of it all, 

learning how to navigate media platforms is crucial if you want to flourish in our digital age. We 

can take comfort in the fact that in our use of these fascinating communication tools, God wants 

us to use them to promote the gospel and advance his mission in the world. In this course, 

students will receive a broad overview of various social media platforms, including Facebook, 

Twitter, Pinterest, and Google+, while also learning how to use these resources in a biblically 

responsible way. Students will also discover best practices with respect to social media—for 

personal, academic, and even professional use. If you thought social media was just a way to 

keep track of friends and share personal photos, this course will show you how to use these 

platforms in much more significant ways.  

Prerequisites: None  

Recommended Grade Levels: 9th - 12th   

Approved by: Univ of California (UC)  

 

 

What drives you? English 4 will give the students a front row seat to study the motives that have 

driven people’s actions for centuries. Along the way the student will encounter epic heroes 

defying danger, identify the qualities of a Christian hero, meet tormented minds succumbing to 

the power of greed and ambition and enlightened thinkers striving for individual rights and 

freedoms. They will read of sensitive souls attempting to capture human emotion and determined 

debaters taking a stand on critical issues. They will read to analyze the way language is used to 

express human motivation and research to examine the results of actions in the real world. Plus, 

they will discover what makes Hebrew poetry in the Old Testament unique. The lessons in each 

module will give the students the tools they need to gain insights from what they read and to use 

their knowledge in creative and analytical writing.  

Prerequisites: English 1, 2, and 3  

Recommended Grade Levels: 12th  

Additional Info: Honors track available  

Approved by: National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA®) and Univ of California (UC)  

 

 

 



 

AP COMPUTER SCIENCE A – 1 CREDIT 

Computers are everywhere you look. Step into the world of writing the software that makes 

computers work. The AP® Computer Science A course is equivalent to the first semester of a 

college level computer science course. The course involves developing the skills to write 

programs or part of programs to correctly solve specific problems while learning how faith and 

Computer Science go hand in hand. AP Computer Science A also emphasizes the design issues 

that make programs understandable, adaptable, and when appropriate, reusable. At the same 

time, the development of useful computer programs and classes is used as a context for 

introducing other important concepts in computer science, including the development and 

analysis of algorithms, the development and use of fundamental data structures, and the study 

of standard algorithms and typical applications. In addition, an understanding of the basic 

hardware and software components of computer systems and the responsible use of these 

systems are integral parts of the course. Prerequisites: Algebra 1 and 2. Students will be 

exposed to a college-level course. Recommended Grade Levels: 11th - 12th Approved by: 

National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA®) and Univ of California (UC) Required 

Purchased and Installed Materials: The price of this course includes custom course materials. 

Custom course materials will be provided to the student within two weeks (or sooner) of the 

student's start date in the course. Students must have a PC or Mac to install the custom course 

material to complete the course. More details can be found in the course information materials 

section of the course. 


